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Click the Carolers above to listen  

to festive music as you read! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “A laptop, a new phone, money, and clothes.” -- Anonymous 7th grader 

“For the new year, I want the CORONOA VIRUS to go away!”  --Bella V.                       

“I would like Adidas sneakers and a new phone.  – - Jayson S. 
“A laptop and an IPAD.  And I want COVID to go away.”  – - Leah  

“I would like new socks.”  -- Cayden 

“I would like clothing and money.  I want COVID to end.” – Rosado/Pinky 

“I just want 2021 to get here.”-- 8th grader 

“I would like some snow and good memories with my family.  It will be my youngest son's first 
Christmas, and we look forward to seeing his reaction… 😉😉 For the new year… A return to 
"normal" or as close as we can get to it.”  -- Mr. Doore 
"I am definitely on the naughty list for talking too much in class!!! 🤐🤐🤐🤐 I would love a remote 
High-Five Machine from Santa so that I can give High Fives from a distance! 🙌🙌 I know that 
the Grinch can bring me/us a Mountain of Good Luck for 2021 🍀🍀🍀🍀 (We need it!!!)"                        
-– Mrs. Roach 

“My hope for the new year – a quick end to the pandemic.” – Mr. Vitale 
"Honestly, I'm probably on the wait list or no fly list this year. Tell Santa that I would love any 
book by Michael Crichton. Let the Grinch know that I'd like a PS5!" --Mr. Hernon 

"I hope that I am on the nice list, but maybe you can decide. Tell Santa that I would like snow 
on Christmas Day. Maybe the Grinch can end this yucky pandemic. If anyone can, it'll be him!"  
-- Mrs. Bree 

 

 
 
 

We made it to December!  
What a year!!  Although we don’t like to wish our 
lives away, I think most of us are happy to say 
toodles to the year 2020!  We asked people what 
they hope for the new year and/or what they want 
for Christmas.  Here is what they said: 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Ss6CC9Pe2Tc
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THE COUNSELOR’S CORNER – Mr. Pitifer 
 

     My daughter Nina came running into the house the other morning to tell me that it 
was snowing. Her cheeks and nose were rosy just like when she was a little girl, and 
she had this big smile on her face. Nina will soon turn 30, but it’s nice to see that the 
first falling snow still carries with it the magic and excitement of Christmas, Hanukkah, 
and the promise of the New Year. 

      As parents we must also try to remember the magic of the season (Now more than 
ever), especially when it comes to our New Year’s Resolutions. I believe that we 
should always try to become better people, and we must remember that our children 
are always watching.  Mahatma Gandhi once said that “You must be the change 
that you want to see in the world.” Taking a twist on this theme I say “We 
must be the change that we want to see in our children.” Always 
remember that as parents what we do means so very much more than what we say.  

     During the year 2021, as we emerge from the dark days of this pandemic, let us all 
make a vow to spend more time with our children. Not watching movies together, but 
talking, interacting, and loving one another. May God bless you and your family during 
this holiday season and the forthcoming New Year. 

Peace & Hope 

Mark Salvatore Pitifer                                                                                                   

Middle School Counselor/Project HOPE Director  MS, CAS 
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December 2020 Virgo Horoscope suggests family affairs and psychological stability will be dominant                  
factors this month.  Career obligations and outward ambitions can remain in the background for the present.  
Whatever you do should be based on emotional well-being. 

 

 

                

 

Holiday Vacation: December 23 – January 3 
Return to school: January 4, 2021 
Three King’s Day in Spain: January 6th 
January 18th: Martin Luther King Day - No 
School 

Hannukah: December 10th – December 18th 

Christmas ~ La Navidad: December 25th 
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Christmas and Happy New Year in other countries!! -- by Aiden Humphrey 

 
• Iceland= In Iceland the traditional Christmas meal is roast lamb. Some people like to 
have it smoked to add flavor and traditionally it was smoked over sheep's 
dung! (dung is poop!) This is still done in a few places today! Like in Finland, 
cemeteries are often lit up and decorated with Christmas lights during Christmas.  
• Italy= to celebrate Jesus's birth, Italians kiss the hand or foot of a statue of baby Jesus as 
they exit the church at Christmas Day mass. After what is thought of as a light dinner 
on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day is all about feasting.  
• France = Many people in France put up a Christmas tree, visit a special church 
service, eat an elaborate meal and open gifts on Christmas Eve. Other activities also 
include walking in a park, participating in city life and sharing a meal with family 
and close friends.  
• Australia=Australians hang wreaths on their front doors and sometimes go out Christmas carol 
singing on Christmas Eve. People also decorate their houses and gardens with Christmas Trees 
and Christmas lights. Neighbors sometimes have little competitions to see who has got the best light 
display.  
• England= It is cold, wet, and foggy in England at Christmastime. They decorate 
their homes with holly, ivy, and other evergreens and hang a mistletoe. 
• Japan= In Japan, Christmas is the time for friends and couples to have 
parties, make plans to meet up for dinner and celebrate as much as they can. And New Year 
is the time of the year when all members of the family come together, visit the temple, and 
usher-in January 1st, with food and drinks.  
• Brazil= Many Brazilian Christmas traditions come from Portugal as Portugal 
ruled Brazil for many years. Nativity Scenes, known as “Presepe” are very popular. 
They are set-up in churches and homes all through December. Christmas plays called 
'So Pastors' (The Shepherds), like the plays in Mexico, are also popular.  
• Germany=Christmas Eve (Heiliger Abend) is celebrated in Germany on December 24. 
It is the last day of Advent and the start of the Christmas season. Many people spend the 
afternoon and evening decorating Christmas trees, attending church services, eating 
traditional dishes and opening Christmas presents.  
• China= Typical ways to celebrate include seeing a movie, going to a karaoke bar, 
or shopping. China Daily says Christmas Eve is the biggest shopping day of the year. 
Young couples often treat it as a romantic day. Ice skating and amusement parks are 
popular destinations.  
• Spain=Most people in Spain go to Midnight Mass or 'La Misa Del Gallo' (The Mass of the 
Rooster). It is called this because a rooster is supposed to have crowed the night that Jesus 
was born. Christmas Eve is known as Nochebuena.  
• Jamaica= Jamaica=Christmas is a very special time in Jamaica and like a lot of other 
countries, radio stations play carols all through the Christmas period. Lots of people 
paint their houses and hang new curtains and decorations for Christmas.  
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SPORTS 

SPORTS REPORTING IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY EVAN GASPARRO 

Buffalo Bills make the playoffs as they  beat 49ers 38 to 28.  

The Steelers lose their first game of the season to the Washington Football Team. 

Boys basketball tryouts are the first week of January 4th. 

OPEN GYM IS STILL NOW AVAILABLE. 

Girls Cross Country are Sectional Champions for Section V!! --a few middle school 

girls are on the team!!  Boys Cross Country placed 10th out of 21 TEAMS! 

 

 

 

TWO TENNIS PLAYERS EARNED 

SECTIONAL PATCHES AS 

WELL!! 

GREAT JOB TO EVERYONE!  

WE ARE SO PROUD!! 

https://youtu.be/7dPPUX1i1XM


  

  Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Engaged, Be Safe 

 

  WATERLOO MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Happy Holidays NEWS FROM THE MIDDLE Happy New Year 

  

Enrollment: 
6th: 120 
7th: 111 
8th: 130 
Total: 361 
 

 

 

  

          

There is now a VIRTUAL 5K 

taking place that some of our 

MIDDLE SCHOOLERS are 

participating in!  Awesome way 

to get exercise!
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It appears we have Christmas elves… here at the 
MIDDLE SCHOOL!   

How pretty everything looks with these festive 
touches to our hallways.   

                                       Thank you, elves!!  😊😊  
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Sweet Potato Casserole with  Marshmallows  

-- from the Troup Family  Yummmmmmmm!!! 

Ingredients 

• 2-1/2 pounds sweet potatoes cooked, peeled and mashed 
• 1/4 cup butter melted 
• 1/4 cup white sugar 
• 1/4 cup brown sugar 
• 2 eggs beaten 
• 1/2 cup milk 
• 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 
• 2 cups mini marshmallows 

Instructions 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Spray a 9x13 baking dish with cooking spray. 
2. In a large bowl mix together the sweet potatoes, butter, white and brown sugars, eggs, milk, and cinnamon. 
3. Spread the sweet potato mixture evenly into a prepared 9 x 13 baking dish. 
4. Sprinkle the mini marshmallows evenly over the top in a single layer. (Don't overload the marshmallows.) 
5. Bake at 350 degrees F for about 30 minutes or just until the marshmallows are golden brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients 

• 2 lb frozen hashbrowns (cubed) 
• 16 oz sour cream 
• 2 cup shredded cheddar cheese  
• 1 can (10 1/2 oz ) cream of chicken soup 
• 1 tsp salt 
• 1/4 tsp black pepper 
• 2 Tbsp minced onion 
• 3/4 cup melted butter, divided 
2 cup corn flakes, crushed 

 

 

 

Instructions 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degree F. 
2. In a large mixing bowl, combine frozen 

hashbrowns, sour cream, cheese, soup, 
salt, pepper, onion and 1/2 cup of the 
melted butter. Mix until thoroughly 
combined. Pour into a 13x9 baking dish. 

3. In a small bowl, combine remaining 1/4 
cup melted butter with crushed corn 
flakes. Sprinkle over top of casserole. 

4. Cover dish with foil and bake for about 60 
minutes. Remove foil and bake an 
additional 5-10 minutes to add some 
crunch to the topping. Serve and enjoy! 
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My DRAW tools don’t work!  

When using Word and your Draw tools are grayed out, make sure that down on the bottom of document that 
you are in “print layout” and NOT “web layout” 

My mouse won’t work!  

If your mouse is not working – Use the FN key and the F2 key to get it back.  

My keys are possessed!  

If your computer is typing numbers instead of certain letters, hold down on the FN key and the home/numlk 
key (upper right of keyboard)  

How do I get to Schoology?  

Make sure that you are going through Microsoft Edge to get to Schoology (this is what is recommended) – it 
automatically signs you in.   

My device is cranky!   

If your computer is acting up or is just not acting right, sometimes all it needs is a restart.  To do a proper 
restart, click on the Windows symbol (bottom left),  click on the power symbol, and then choose “restart.” 

Take out the trash!  

Every once in a while it is a good idea to clear out your history and cache in Edge or Chrome. (it is especially 
helpful with Clever)    In Edge, click on the 3 dots (upper right), choose history, then click on clear browsing 
data,  for the time range click on the down arrow and choose “All Time”  make sure that all of the boxes are 
checked and click on Clear now.  In Chrome, it is pretty much the same directions.   

 

--from Mrs. O’Brien 

Thank, you 
Mrs.O’Brien! 😊😊 
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SO, what have we been doing here at the middle school? Oh, not much, business as 
usual…..   

NOT!!!   

Almost daily, we are adjusting learning techniques, teaching techniques, assessment 
techniques, coping skills ..… probably more so than any other year of our lives….it is tough, 
but we are managing.  One minute, hybrid, the next minute remote.  Videos on, videos off.  
We are quickly being thrown into new ways of doing things, for better or for worse.  But can 
some change actually be good for us?  Take a look at this article!   

 

Here are some ways that CHANGE can actually help us.  

 ~~ by TINY BUDDHA – Ani Alexander 

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/mQD1Q81phsU?feature=oembed
https://youtu.be/miVpeR6lrLg
https://tinybuddha.com/blog/10-powerful-benefits-of-change-why-embrace-it/
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